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FLYING HIGH WAYMAN. 
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CONTAINING 


His Birth and Education. His numerous Robber- 
ries; both as a Footpad, and on the Highway. 
His Generofity to Perſons in Diſtreſs His 
Flight to France, with his Character of that 
Country and People. His Tranſportation to 

America, and quick Return. His eſcape out 
of Tothill-felds Bridewell. His Battle with _ 
Captain Cunningham and Mr. Hart. The 
Manner of his Apprehenſion, with his deſperate 

| Reſiſtance. His Behaviour to his Friends, and 
particular Regard to his Wife. His Behaviour 


under Sentence of Death in N ewgate, &c. 
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| a TRIAL and ROBBERIES 
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WILLIAM HAWKE. 


ILLIAM H AWKE, Who liak 
made {o conſpicious a figure i in the 
18 W $* annals of villainy, was born at Ux- 


bridge, in 1750. His parents were 


Honeſt and induſtrious people, and: 
'in good repute among their neigh- 


bono He was by trade a jeweller, though he 


did not ſerve a regular apprenticeſhip 10 RY or 
any other buſineſs. 


When he was about ſixteen years of age he came 


to London, and for ſome time applied himſelf to 
his buſineſs as a jeweller, but growing weary of 
confinement took a lodging in Leather-lane, Hol- 
born, and in that neighbourhood unluckily fell in- 
to company with James Field, Edward Milſom. 
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the commenceme 

tures on the road; for t 

4 Th polka bold and enterprifi 
| qualified to ſhare in the 
Invited him to join then 
| and he made; no ſcruple 
| | | and foon diſtinguiſhed 
\ | | : Intrepid behaviour in t 
| | | Theſe men committee 
= ; Vvirons of London, and co 
1 | CO, üttion of their ſpoils, wit 
: ticular perſon had 8 

der. 

About ſix years ago, 
e their aſſociates, br 
ſhop window. of Mr.! 
corner of Leather: lane, 

e 0 ix watches, for which 
1 5 N 5 Old Bailey and acquitt 
38 RE -” : -..- _ watches. havin the! 
_ 1 > | 5 RX them eſcaped that bout. 

| = Ihey committed a r 

| _ | ” 3 Caps at Holloway, ſor 1 
= 9 V 5 ald. were a prehended.ar 
| 1 but no pgſitive, evidenc: 
4 „ he was diſcharged. bur þ 
| Rn | NY an, -— Na '* _ tence of death, and was 
[| W | — ” | | Hawke and Field, he 
i 2 „ „ 3 cape the rod of juſtice; 
1 5 „„ 555 had ſentence of 
; |. Fo wr N „ N them, from, which they 
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Donald, and from that time may be 
encement of his miſchievous adven- 
d; for theſe men perceiving he was 
iterpriſing diſpoſition, and perfectly 
e in the deſperate hazards they ran, 


oin them in their future exploits; 
) ſeruple to embrace their propoſal, 
guiſhed himſelf by his refolute and 


Dur in the moſt dangerous attacks. 


ommitted mavy robberies in the en- 
n, and conſtantly made an equal par- 


oils, without conſidering what par- 
ad gained the greateſt ſhare of plun- 


ars ago, he, with M' Donald and o- 


lates, broke a pane of glaſs in the 


f Mr. Ferris, ſilver-ſmith, at the 
ner-lane, Holborn, and took away 


which M Donald was tried at the 
. acquitted ;. but Hawke, who. had 
ing the lighteſt: pair of heels among 


+ 


ay, ſor which Milſom and M'Don- 


ended and tried at the Old Bailey; 
evidence. appearing againſt Milſom 


d. but his companion received ſen- 
and was ſoon after executed. 

Field, however, did not always ef 
juſtice ; for about five years ago 


ice of tranſportation paſſed upon 


* 


ch they attemped an eſcape, in a 


8 nnn 


e e nh; eee N 


re 


place in Newgate. call'd the Lower Ward. A vo- 
man. brought hem two large iron crows, with other 


implements, by the help of which they had almoſt 
compleated their deſign, but their behavior diſco- 
vering great reaſon for ſuſpedting their intentions, 
they were narrowly watched, by the keepers ſer- 


vants, who detected them in the moment they were 


executing their projett ; ſo that inſtead of gaining 
their freedom, they were loaded with the heavieſt 
irons. that were in the priſon, and cloſely confined 
in the cells till the day they. were put on board the 


tranſport ſhip. | 


ound means to get to Ireland, where they commit- 
ted a great number of the molt deſperate highway 
robberies that had ever been heard of in that kings 
dom; but at length the hue and cry being raiſed 
againſt them, they determined to return to Eng- 


Haying remained in America abouta year, they 


land, and accordingly conveyed the fruits of their 
iniquitous toil on board a veſſel which brought em 


Immediately upon landing they purchaſed horles 


ſet forward on their journey to London, but had 
not proceeded more than ſix miles before they o- 
vertook the carriage of Richard Prinnald elq; they 


rode round the coach four times before they order- 


ed the driver to ſtop. Mr. Prinnald let down the 


laſs. and obſerved a piſtol at his breaſt on the right 
fe and at the ſame inſtant another piſtol was pie- 


| ſented from the oppoſite ſide and pointed exattly 
olf his ear. The thieves continued ſilent near three 


minutes 


5 e r CNA minutes, -when d 

| " Þ covered from hi 

8 | . ing about thirte 

| | 7 money and havi 

| : | faid, 'fir I appreh 

| | tleman declaring; 

. — | Having concer 

| diſpoſed of their 

dreſſed themſelves 

* towards Northam 

x x : and in that time h 

e tal trader in that 

1 | * . | . <#2 EY” | London, where he 

1 | : N WP. | of grain, they mou 

| | OS tion to eaſe him of 

| ned he was loaded 

„ | tive miles on this { 

I” b . about 6l: he having 

R | i 5 a banker in the tow 

| Hawke overtakin 

giving him the uſual 

man declared he b 

that he wa a tradeſh 

| Rances, and was the 

avoid a priſan. Haw 

fatisfy them? And 

meet him at a cert: 

5 5 bim according to d 
| „„ N PK | | „ „ m1 gave the men a ſum 

[| | | | oo „ GL to pay his debts. 
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hen Mr. Prinnald having ſomewhat fe- 


om his fright delivered 55 Ne 

Nee ered a purſe contain. 
thirteen guineas. Hawke received the 
1 having put it into his waiſtcoat pocket, 


apprehend you have a watch; the gen- 


laring he had not one about him, they 
Feen en 3.5 152 ef 2 O72 307 161307 
3p 4 a new plan of operation, they 
their horſes, and bought others, and 


nſelves like farmers, direQed their Way 


rthampton,” where they ſtaid à few days 
time having got intelligence that a capi- 
nthat town was upon his return from 
ere he had been ſelling a large quantity 
ey mounted their horfes with 4 Te[otd. 
him of the precious burden they imagi- 
loaded with; and ſtopping him about 


n this fide” Dunſtable; robbed Him ot 


having lodged the reſt of his'eafh With 


vertaking a gentleman on tlie road ane 
the u fuel Laure of, Deli Wo dhe geile 
ed he bad not à fixpence for binſelf 
a tradeſman under unfortundte circum. 
| was then flying from his creditors 10 


SU io o 25 


Qn: Hawke aſked him what ſum would 


And being told, he bid the perſon 


t a certain place and tinie. Ile met 
ng to che appointment, when" Hawke 
+ a lum which was more than ſufficient 
sg. „ moat 19111. 
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2 But abo this may be deemed an aQ of generoſity 


ceive his gift, ſince he could not be ignorant (from 


man, commiſerating my misfortune, offers me relief, 
mall I refuſe his kindneſs becauſe | bis character is 
not very reputable, or ſhall 1 aſk him how he came 


me? I think not. However as this is a caſe; of 
conſcience, rather than of law, I ſhall leave it to 


Soon aſter the return of Hawke and Field, they 
vere joined by Edward Milſom; and theſe three 


prehended, frequently robbing travellers in open 


in the higbway man, yet a queſtion has been ſtarted 
whether the man could honeſtly and lawfully re- 


the man's firſt addreſs) of the means by which it 


was gotten; and therefore, lay they, the man was 


equally guilty with the robber; according to a long 


eſtabliſhed rule that The Receiver is as bad as the 
= 
proverb which ſays You fhould not look a gift horſe 


On the other hand there is a very antient 


ſent of a horſe, you ought not to examine whether 


be has any; teeth, but thankfully accept it for the = -Þ 
good will of the donor. So, if I am in diſtreſs, and : 
a perſon) whom I have reaſon to believe is a bad 


— 
#4 
* 


by the money with which he is ſo kind as to aſſiſt 


Ny % 


more able-caſiiſts to determine. 


were, conſidered; as the moſt bold and deſperate 
ang. of Higbywaymen that had ever been in Eng- 
land. They ſeemed to have no fear of being ap- 


day, and in the moſt populous roads about Lon- 


o 


On Sunday the 25th. of July, they robbed Mr. 
Stuart near Kenſington, of about ten pounds and a 
215 £ | ; watch 
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watch. A 
- 4ors at Br 
met the e 

Pall. Mall. 
and ordert 

the hde of 
robbed hir 

money anc 
with grea 

Mr. Chriſt 

had deterr 
him. butu 
had been 

threats, ſai; 
the gentle) 

_ Mr. Foy 

fome mone 

Sir ohn F 
perſons. - 
On the 
the Glouce 
Mr. Crouc 
and a golt 
Hawke sho 
ing over V 
foon after, 
coach was 
and. Hawke 
Ing up to tl 
3nd deman 
had been j 


* 


1 


uch. A few days after Hawke left his compan- 


ns at Brentford. and riding towards Hounflow, 
et the chariot of Mr. Chriſtie, the auttioneer in 


M. Mall! within two hundred yards of that town, 
d ordered the driver to ſtop. He then came to 


fide of the carriage where Mr. Chriſtie ſat, and 
bbed him and his lady of a confiderable ſum in 
PNney and their watches. with which he rode off 


th great deliberatign and ſeeming unconcern. 


r. Chriſtie perceiving him to ride very leizurely 
d determined to purſue and endeavour to take 


n. but upon hearing this reſolution, his lady who 


d been exceſſively intimidated by the” villian's 
reats} fainted away, and this circumſtance induced | 


> gentleman to put quietly up with his loſs. 


Mr. Fox, oilman, in Fleet-Street, was robbed of 


ne money; and when the above men were before 


r fobn Wen, Mr. Fox's fervant ſwore to theit 


rſons. 
On the 27thi of Ju Havke and Field ſtopped 


> Glouceſter ſtage; near Hillington, and robbed 


r. Croucher of about' fourteen pounds in caſh 
d a gold watch, the gold watch was found in 
ke shouſe, on Barnes Common. 


On the giſt. of july laſt; as Mr. Gill was trivat: 


over Wimbledon common, he was robbed; and 


Mm after, within view of Vauxhall Turnpike, his 
ach was again ſtopped by Field, while Milſom 


d. Hawke waited at a little diſtance. Field com- 
up to the fide of the coach, pointed his piſtol, 
d demanded his money: Mr. Gill faid his caſh 
d been yore taken from him, but would give them 


2 | drake * 
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A idraft on the n Of the bank for 141. 148. which - L 


Field having read, returned it, and then demanded. 


his watch. Mr. Gill, thinking to detain him till 
ſomebody ſhould come up entered into diſcourſe, 
with him, which Field perceiving. {wore he would 


fire, unleſs he immediately complied ; upon which, 
Mr. Gill gave it him, and Field joining his com- 


panions, they rode off together. 


A ſhort time aſter the above, the carriage of Mrs, 


Howard was ſtopped by three men. who robbed the 


lady of a valuable gold watch. Which was afterwards, 


found in Hawke's houſe, on Barnes Common, where 
another gold watch was found belonging t Mrs. 


Ferguſon, who was robbed, the lame evening. 
On the end. of Auguſt laſt, Mr. Mount and his 
ſon; being in their carriage near Kenſington turnpike 
were met by three highwaymen who rœhbed tem 


of their money and their watches; but no content : 
with the booty they had got and imagin ing the gens 


tlemen had ſtill ſome valuable effetts concealed, 
they followed the carriage, and ſtopt it « ſecond ume 


and ſearching them. took ſrom one of them a pair 
of gold ſtuds, which. or dividing the prize, became 
Fields Who made a preſent of them to his wife, 


The next day theſe three heroes of the road were 
apprehended by a party of Sir ſohn Fielding's men, 
who conveyed them to the office in Boweſtreet from 
whence immediate notice was diſpatched to the ſe— 
veral perſons. WHO had lodged informations againſt 
them, to attend their examination, which Was ap- 
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In the mean time, Field's wife was ſecured, and 


when ſhe was brought to Bow- Street, with che reſt 


of the priſoners, one of the gold ſuc from 
| Prizoners, one gold ſtuds taken from 
young Mr. Mount, and afterwards found in her pol. 


lemon, was produced and ſwore to. Mrs. Field; 


with 4 view to prevent the fact being proved upon | 


her hufband. declared that ſhe received the ſtuds 


from a relation. If her conduct was generous, his 


was ſtill more fo: for he inſtantly faid that he 
would confels where many valuable ene been 
Aspoſited on condition that his wife might be dif: 
charged. This propoſal was readily accepted, ard 


the juſtices ordered about fourteen pounds; which 


had been found in her poſſeſſion, to be immediate. 
ly returned. Hawke was recommitted to Tothil] 
Fields Bridewell, and the other two to New Priſon, 
in order for further examination, the following 
Wedneſday, but before the arrival of that period 
Miliom and Field, by means of faws aud other im- 
plements, freed themſelves from their irons, and 
very nearly effected an eſcape, when their deſign 
was diſcovered by the keepers, and happily fruſtra- 
ted. Mrs. Field was again apprehended, and'char- 
ged ph ſuſpicion of having conveyed the ſaws to the 
Priſoners, and they were once more put to the bar 
of the office in Bow-Street, when ſhe candidly ac- 
knowledged the fact, alledging that. in a matter on 
which her huſband's life depended, if her conduct 


* 


was not juſtifiable, it was at leaſt excuſable 
The wives of Field and Milſom, it ſeems, were 
ſiſters, and as they were ip their paſſage in a coach 
to New. Priſon, Mrs. Field unlaced her ſtays, and 
under them concealed the tools, which ſhe after- 
wards gave her huſband, 8 
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At their examination- Keeble, eſq; who had 


formerly kept Mrs. Field, appeared on her behalf, 
and offered to be bound for her appearance at the 


Old Bailey, provided ſhe would refrain from viſiting 
her huſband ; but this condition ſhe begged leave to 
refule accepting, ſor, ſaid ſhe, he is my huſband. 
Mr. Keeble generouſly gave up his propoſed con- 
dition, and, together with her father-in-law, became 
bound for her appearancdge. 
_ Millom pleaded with great earneſtneſs for hiswifeꝰs 


diſcharge, and wept much at the thought of her be- 


ing conſidered as a felon; he endeavoured to excul- 
pate her by aſſuring the bench that Mrs. Field 


” 


brought the tools into the Priſon by the expreſs 


command of her huſband; and faid. that, as to his 
own caſe, he did not much mind it, but begged ſome 


compaſſion might be ſhown towards an innocent 


Woman Mr. Lucas, who had been robbed by 


them; and Mrs; Kidſon, Landlady of the Black 
Horſe at Fullmur, deppſed that, to che- heſt of her 
ö he they called and drank at her houſe on 


4 


the night Mr. Lucas was, robbed, in company, With 
another man, who was ſuppoſed, and afterwards ap- 
peared to be Field. Elizabeth Webb laid, the men 
were at her houſe, on Iver Heath, on the night of 
Ms, Lucas's, robbery. Mr. Gill, Mr. Stuart, Mrs. 
Howard, Mr. Chriſtie, Mrs. Ferguſon, the two Mr. 
Mounts, Mrs. Webb, Mrs. Kidſon, Mr. Fox, his 


ſexvants, and many others were Bound oyer, to pro- 


ſecute, and give eviden cette. 
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The method taken, and the manner of appre- 
hending theſe highwaymen, was as follows: They 
having fold to Joleph Levi, a Jew, ſome gold, which 
appeared to have been watch caſes, he carried it to 
Sir John Fielding's and informed him where the 
a robbers were to be found. 
Field and his wife had been mie exatly a 
month on the day that he and his companions were 
taken; he was recommended to her by his own fif- 
ter, Milſom's wife, as a man who would make her 
an extraordinary good huſband. The day after her 


nuptials, ſhe found her huſband to be a highway: 


man, and was obliged, from the tenderneſs ſhe 


« bore towards him; to ſcreen his baſe practices, and 


endeavor to perlunde him into ſome more reputable 
way of obtaining a livelthood: but all her efforts 
were in vain; ſo ſtrongly attached was he to the in- 
famous courſe he had purſued, that when ſne aſſur- 
ed him her intereſt was ſufficient to procure him an 


appointment. that would require but little time and 


attendance and produee an handſome ſalary, he 
declared: that hes had long expected. and Nabu 
with to avoid making his exit at the gallows. 


About the middle of Auguſt laſt, Hawke deli | 


'vered himſelf from Tothil-fields Bride well by bri- 
bing one of the Turnkeys. who went away with him 
and id mot yet taken. While Hawke was in CO- 
meme lice he eontratled an intimgcylwithethe 
famous William Cox, and now Hive toiput a 
trick upoff- him, Hot unlike ſome of thoſe that this 
unhappy youth had put upon others. To this end, 
| ur an hour before his eſcape, he crept ſoftly to 


Cox's 
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Cox s bed and finding him faſt aſleep, drew his bree- 


ches from under his head, and took BR guineas out 
ke his pocket. 


A few days after his being at Ages he Ropped 


Mr. Byde the Banker, and robbed him of a trifling 
ſum of money, and a filver watch. which he had 
borrowed of his ſervant, as he uſually left his * 


one at home while he travelled. 


Soon after the above robbery, he attacked Mr. 


La. Moe, near Tyburn turnpike, and demanded 
his property; the gentleman gave him half a gui- 


nea, ten ſhillings in ſilver, and a ſilver watch; but 
this being a booty much inferior to his expeQtion, 

he ſeemed greatly diſappointed, and obliged Mr. 
La-Motte to turn all his pockets inſide out, and 
finding nothing worthy his attention, damned the 


Poſtilion, and bid him drive on. 
One evening about the middle of Auguſt laſt, 


the chariot of — Spence, eſq: was ſtopped by three 


ſootpads, on Kennington Common, but the coach- 


man whipping his horſes pretty ſmartly, and the 
animals being very fleet, the villains were left at 


about two hundred yards diſtance, when the car- 


riage was ſtopped by Hawke, who robbed Mr. 


Spence of three guineas. 


le ſtopped Mr. Barnſty ſoon after, and wok” 
from him about two guineas, and after e er 11 

a good night; rode Off 111 
An September laft, as Mr. Lallbroke Was Win 


to Long- ford, Hawke rode up to his carriage near 
chat place, and preſenting a piſtol to the driver, 


mer b rae to Ong po bs: N Mr. Ladbroke 
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| ſhiſted 50 guineas ſrom bis breeches't 
|; pocket. and gave Hawke ſomething 


N with which he rode off. 
| | 5 In the ſame month, he robbed N 


conſiderable ſum of money, and thou 
converſed with him for the ſpace of 
nutes, yet he could not on bis-publi 
ſwear to the identity af his perſon. 
Towards the latter end of the ſ- 
robbed Mr. Mackay of ſome ny 
; and about 8 ſame time M 
bed. of about 41. and though 05 v 
. Hawke to be the thief, he did not e 
| | | 55 | Poſitively againſt him 
5 | WS About fix months Ag Hlenkä me 
| Dy i on Finchley Common, eaſed the 
their money, and finding a bottle | 
cold fowl in the coach, he eat an 
heartily, and during his entertainm 
very freely with them, and then -w 
good night, rode after four Quakers 
from whom he took about leventy: Pc 
| alan 
Hawke ſtopped a poſt. chaiſe upon 
; mon, in which were Mrs. Leroux an- 
he rabbed. the old lady, but the yo 
exceſſively intimidated, fainted away 
on her recovery, ſhe called him bac 
ed what money ſhe! had in dar = 
to about 14. 
Laſt October he 1 the 9 — 
Roetoubm, eſq; near Wandſwortl 
dhe gentleman of about four poun 
watch. 1 - 
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i/Tnithe fame month he ſtopped a landau and four. 
at Kenſington gravel pits, and going to the door of 


the vehicle, ſaw four ladies of Eaſy Virtue, with 


whom he had been long intimately acquainted. He 
demanded their money, but as they did not ſeem 
will ing to comply. he told them there was no 
friendihip in buſmeſs,' and repeating his demand 


with an affe cted ſternnels, pointetl a piſtol at a par- 


tioular lady for whom he was ſuppoſed to have a 
ſtrong attachment. This ci umſtance occaſioned 


them ton ſet up-a cry/1whichiit not equal in point of 


harmony, certainly ſtruck the ear as forcibly as the 


moſt vociferous quaretto made in the camp of Da- 


rius. when it Was entered by Alexander the great: 


In thort, Hawke took ſrom them thirteen gumcas 
and ſome ſilver, one gold and three metal watches, 


their rings, watches, car- rings and other trappings, 


and rode away highly pleaſed with the adventure: 


but though he gave the wink to one of the dulcineas 
he judged it prudent. in order to prevent the matter 


being made too public, to viſit chem the next even- 
ing at Ms, gave them a handſome treat, and 


left them as drunk as heroines. 


A few months ago, he ſtopped Mr. Peaſley of 


Little! Cheifea, near Kenſington gravel pits, and 
demanded his money in the uſual form ; but Mr. 
_ Peafley poſitively, refuſing to deliver it, and Hawke 


as peremptorily inſiſting to have it, their diſpute 


could not be terminated but by arms. Hawke 


drew his piſtol. and Mr. Peaſley drew another but 
the pocket of his chaife, and fired direQly, but the 


Piſtol burſting, took off the thumb and two firſt 


fingers 
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fingers of his right hand. 


handkerchief, and with the 
neſs tied up his wound, an 
"EN to a neighbouring ſu 

Near 'Uxbridge, a 2 I 


a countryman, who! gave an 


— 


before been robbed of ei; 
men: Hawke; bid him mc 
being complied with, they 
the fellows, whom Hawke 
of which he gave the count 
the remainder... 

Hawke at a en tim 
in his finances, by giving z 


inclinations, thought it nec 


on the road. Accordingly 
was the misfortune of a poc 
ving a little cart loaded witl 
to be the firſt object of his : 
knew: that theſe people h- 
their own about them, eſp 
market, yet often carried t 
goods in town for the cout 
a familiar converſation -w 
Hays he; how goes the o 


nough, maſter, replies the; 
livelihood as times go. But 
you are never without me 
anſwers the Higler very fi 
ney of my own; but I am 

«caſh to lay out for other p 
ſays Hawke, you have 
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hand. Hawke gave him his 
th the utmoſt care and tender- 
id, and bid him drive with all 
ing ſurgeons . 
. the accoſted 
ave an account that he had juſt 
of eighteen ſhillings by two 
im mount behind him, which 
1, they purſued and overtook 
lawke robbed of about gl. out 
country man his 188. and kept 
„VVFGCVVVVVCTTVCCCC TOTO T35-s 
ain time being terribly reduc'd 
ziving a looſe to his voluptious 


t it neceſſary to recruit himſelf 


raingly. he {allies out; and it 
of a poor higler, who was dri- 
ied with his uſual commodities, 
of his attention. Hawke, who 
ople had not much money of 
em; eſpecially in their going to 


arried the caſh of others to buy / 


the country people, enters into 


the world with you? Hard e- 


lies the man, I can ſcarce get a 


g0. But .I ſuppoſe, ſays Hawke, 


hout money. It is but ſeldom, 


very ſimply, I have much mo- 


ut I am ſometimes truſted with 
- other people. I ſuppoſe then, 
have ſome for that purpoſe in 
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your pocket now? Ves, replies the unf zeAing 
Figler, I have. Hiwke, having then” got the in- 
formation he wantgd, told him he muſt make old 
to bold to 'Horrow it, and to enforce his demand 
fheus him his piſtol. 


The man, tefrified at this 


be employed again.” This affecting remonſtrance 
made ſo deep an impreſſion on the robber, that he 


| intere Fs *and/accordingly ſent him five guineas in a 
few days aftef Wards, by the poſt*to'a'place/sÞhotht- 
ed for hat purpſ e. 


unexpected falute, inſtantly fell on his knees, telling 
him it would he his utter ruin, and he fhould never 


only took from bim 60 guineas, for to ſapply his 
preſent neceſſities, and promiſed to return it with 


S3oon aſter his being at large he caufed a repott 
do be cireulated that be was in France, in the moſt 
_ Indigent \cireumſtances : And perhaps i- was i, a 

: great meaſüre ö owing to this manœuvre that he ſo | 


efcaped the hands of juſtice; for tho" inför- 


mutiofls had been lodged! againft the perpetratôr'of 


a great variety of highway robberies. feveral months 


elapſed before any ſuſpicion fell upon Hawke. But 


as complicated villainy can ſeldom long eſcape” the 


deſerved puniſhment,” the unh appy ſubject of theſe 
pages Was made amenable to juſtice. and ſentenc d 
to undergo that puniſliment which his numerous 


and ſingularly attrocious crimes ſo highly merited. 
On his return from France, he was aſked his o- 
pinion of that country. and of the people inhabit- 


1 | anſwer 


ing it, and how he durſt venture to appear again in 
England! after he had broke out of goal, ſince he 
une if he was taken he would ſurely ſuffer. His 
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fingers of his right hand. 
handkerchief, and with the 
neſs tied up his wound, an 
f CREW a bouring ſu 
Near Uxbridge, a few 1 
a countryman, who: gave an 
before been robbed of ei; 
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being complied with, they 
the fellows, whom Hawke 
of which he gave _ count 
_ remainder, -; 15 5: >: 
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on the road. Accordingh 
was the misfortune of a po- 
ving a little cart loaded wit 
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knew: that theſe people h 
their own about them, eſſ 
market, yet often carried t 
goods in town for the cou 
aà familiar converſation w 
Hays he; how goes the wo 
nough, maſter, replies the: 
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band. Hawke gave him his 
th the utmoſt care and tender- 
nd, and bid him drive with all 
ring ſurgeons. 
few months ago, the accoſted 
zave an account that he had juſt 
of eighteen | ſhillings by two 
him mount bebind him, which 
h, they purſued and overtook 
Jawke robbed of about gl. out 


country man his 188. and kept 


ain time being terribly reduc'd 
giving a looſe to his voluptious 


t it neceſſary to recruit hifnſelf 


ördlingly he allies out; and it 
of a poor higler, who was. dri- 
ded with his uſual commodities, 


of his attention. - Hawke, who . 
-ople had not much money of 


em, eſpecially in their going to 


-arried the caſh of others to buy 


the country people, enters into | 
ation With him. Well, friend, 
the world with you? Hard e- 


lies the; man, I can ſcarce get a 


80. Zut I ſuppoſe, ſays Hawke, 
bout money. It is but feldom, 
very ſimply; IJ have much mo- 
"ut J am ſometimes truſted with 


r other people. I ſuppoſe then, 
have ſome ſor that purpoſe in 


— | your 
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HHigler, I have. Hawke, having then” got the in- 
formation he wantgd, told bim he muſt make bold 
to bold to orrow it, and to enforce” his demand 
 thews him his piſtol. The man, terrified at this 
unexpetted falute, inſtantly fell on his knees, telling 
him it wWwotid he his utter ruin, and he ſhould never 
be employed again.” This affecting remonſtrance 
made ſo deep an ipreſſion on the robber, that he 
only took from him two guineas, for to ſupply His 
preſent neceſſties, and promiſed to return it with 
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pocket now? Ves, replies the UnfiifpeAing 


| intereſt q and/accordin g ſent him five guineas in a 
few days after wards, by the poſt: to a place apo 
ed for ihat purpbſ me.. 


great me aſüre owing to this mancuv re : that he 10 


long' eſcaped the hands of juſtſce; for tho" infor- 

matiofls had been lodged againft the perpetrator of 

a great variety of highway robberies. ſeveral months 
elapſed before any ſuſpicion fell upon Hawke. But 
as complicated villainy can ſeldom long eſcape the 
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Soon after his Peing at latge he caufed a repblt 
0 be circulated that he was in France, in the moſt 
indigent eireumſtances: And perhaps it was in a 


deſerved puniſhment, the unhappy ſubjett of theſe 


Fates dias made amenable 10 juſtice, and ſentenc 
to undergo that puniſliment which his numerous 


and ſingularly attrocious crimes fo highly merited. 


On his return from France, he was aſked his o- 


0 


pinion of that country, and of the people inhabit- 


ing it, and how he durſt venture to appear again in 


anſwer 


England! Jafter he had broke out of goal, fince he 
bene if he was taken he would ſurely ſuffer. His 


We nnn dee. — EO IT CN 


29A ARGOS. tutor 


ms 


7. YA POP A OS OA; Ps 7s AUR Sant? 


CCC re 2s 


EET PEER RO GT IB dee 


* 


OT EL was, that 
wretche 


 beggarly 
pet of reapin 

grew nothing Fo 
not even gleanir 
country as he did 
ſor want of buſine 


the riſk, of being 
to periſh for want 
As he was once 


| _ conſiderable. diſta 


fawa young lady 
Upon which ima 
The would prove 
his Horſe to the 5 


informed her o 
view of the fair ol 


that he told her f. 


dition of granting 
the lady abſolute 


ſooner part with. 


virtue. 
your reſolution, n 
SLE: ye 


Upon wi 


: So took his 
If this ſtor) 
its 7 ny it re 


any thing elſe tha 


At another tim 


mon, in purſuit o 


obſerved a young 
ly, manner, | Ben 


1 8 1 
s, that the French were a ſet of ſuch poor 
vretches, that there was not the leaſt proſ- 
ping a harveſt, from a ſoil in which there 


ing but ſtinking weeds and prickly thiſtles, 
gleanings; ſo that if he had not left the 
3. he did, he muſt inevitably have ſtarved 
buſineſs. So he thought it better to run 


f being hanged in his on, country than 


or want among ſlaves and. beggars. 
vas once paſſing by a grove of trees, at a 
le diſtance from a gentleman's' houſe, he 
ng lady waking with a book in her hand. 
ich imagining by her genteel appearance 
prove a valuable prize, diſmounting, ties 
o the gate, and went up to her, and ſoon 
her of duſineſs. 

e fair object, he took ſuch a fancy to her, 


* 7 


d her ſhe might fave her money on con- 


granting him a certain favour. But this 


abſolutely. refuſed, declaring ſhe would 


rt with all ſhe. had in the world than her 


Jpon which he. nobly, replied, If. that- be : 
lation, madam, which I think is ſomething | 


nary, your virtue ſhall protect your mo- 


took his leave in a very complaiſant man- 
his ſtory be true (as I have no doubt of 


y) it redounds more to his credit than 
elſe that has or can be ſaid of him. 


ther time, as he was paſſing over a com- 
burſuit of the buſineſs of his profeſſion, he 
a young man walking in a very melancho- 
r. Being curious to know the grounds 8 


Fꝶ⅛˙⅛ᷓ? 3 . ů ' —wN;Lr * n 


his buſineſs. But upon a nearer 


. 


debt, which if he could not diſcharge, would be 


man to whom he was contradted. Hawke enqui- 


„ Db apparent uneaſineſs, he ſtops his horſe in order 
to have ſome talk with him; and finding it proceed- 
ed from the want of a ſmall ſum of money to pay a 


the means of preventing his marrying a young wo- 


red where he might ſend to him, and the very 


overplus. VF 


next day ſent him the ſum with a conſiderable 


Another time he met a perſon whoſe appearance 


promiſed a good booty; but upon finding he was 
a ſtrolling player, and that he was ſuch more by 
neceſſity than inclination, being brought up to no 
Ee and had only a few ſhillings in his poe- 
cet, he gave him a guinea, and damn'd bim for a 
tool for taking up with ſuch a beggarly employment, 


when he might ride on as good a horſe as himſelf 


did, had he any heart in his belly, and ſo rode on, 
in ſearch of ſomething more valuable 


Some time elapſed before any cauſe appeared to 101 


believe that he was committing depredations on the 


Highway; but at length, one information being 


lodged in the office at Bow-ſtreet, others quickly 5 


poured in after it, and the deſcription of the offen- 
der perfectly correſponding with the perſon of 
Hawke, who having ſeperated himſelf from his for- 


_ 


mer affociates, and living in a very recluſe manner, 
was the better able to elude the ſearch of his pur- 


ſuers. | 


” # 


Mr. Smith, governor. of Tothill-fields Bridewell, - 
bearing that Hawke's wife had been ſeen at Ux- 
bridge, immediately ſet out for that place, where 
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rnt the number of the ck that Mrs. Hawke | 

e yed' 1 in. Upon his return to London, he 
helonged to a ſtable keeper. near Hatton - 

; and having procured the aſſiſtance of Mr. 

Went to che yard and enquired for the dri- 

vhom. ihey quieſtioned pretty cloſely reſpecting 


ving looked into he] lower e dd heard the 
latch of che ſtreet door go, and found means to 
conceal- themſelves on the. firſt floor; Smith was 
ſtationed at the foot of the ſtairs, while. Bond fol- 
loweda woman into à front room on the ſecond . 
ſtory,” where ſeeing Hawke dozing i in bed, he, in- 
g's retreat, and found from the manner of ſtantly. ſprang forwards, and. threw himſelf on the. 
plies; that he fully conceived their intentions. bed upot him, and althou h he exerted his whole 
refore; became neceſſary. 10 entice the man . ſtrength, with great difficu y kept him down, and 
his own neighbourhood, that he might not prevented his catching bold of a horſe piſtol, which 


ſtrat occaſion intelligence to be comvey'd lay by his fide. After a hard {truggle for a few... 
p object/iof their ſcarch, and by that means mißbutes. Smith came to his aſſiſtance, and feng 
ate, their whale plan. With this view they 7 Ilawke's hand within a few inches of another piſtol, | 
iled upon bim to accompany them to a publie  he'ſhatched it up, and thereby probably ſaved the 
„ at. Hogkley in the Hole; and there they by life of his companion : For in the ſtruggle, the 
aſion and threat ning to exerciſe heir authori- | ſheet had twiſted round part of Bond's. head, % 
. Hawke had a lodging at No. 2, in | which means, his antagoniſt | ſcem'd to have got the 
rown.; Court,  Shoe-lane.: They then: 155 advantage lin the conflict. However, by miths 
ed a meſſenger fur further aſſiſtance, and aſſiſtanee he was at length ſubdued ; and as ſoon as 
oachman hecoming more communicative, ä he had þreath enough to ſpeak, ſeeing , his wife, 
0 them of ſeveral material circumſtances re- cried out, Damn, you. madam, where was you all this 
to Hawke; particularly giving a deſcription - time. But the poor woman was I affected with her - 
horſe, mentianing ſeverat times when:he hae huſband's fate, that the could only anſwer him with 
out upan the animal,-athich ſtood in the ſame ſighs and tears. He would not give up the conteſt. . 
with his coachi; and ſaying he e ole a tho very un 0 ſo long as he 15 any ſtrength to 
t mat time at home and in head. maintain it, but chat falling him, he was ſecured. 
ing gat this. intelligence, and Kea efies they!” Which being done, he declared that Smith and 
ar being arrived, they went to the Red Hart | Bond might Sink. themſelves very happy i in having 
ge- lane: where! tlie concerted the Pane _ eſcaped his yengeance ; for if” they had not 4. 
tack. Some of them being planted at the end ceeded with that 8 7 and prudence they, d 
a Court. Bond fand Smith went to the houſe! he ſhould have blown chem to atoms. But b eing 
Te eee diretted hom: 40, Fer hae ut into a Saki and the violence. of his paſſion 
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being ſpome what abated, he faid he. was glad 1 no 
miſchief had happened. 
He was publickly examined, at he 6 rg in 3 


Street, on Wedneſday April, the 19th,, when ſeve- 


ral of the perſons mentioned in the preceding pages 
appeared. againſt him, and were bound over to pro- 
ſecute and give evidence. To give an account. of 
of the ſeveral charges exhibited again! him would 
be little more than what has been already ſaid; we. 


mall therefore confine ourſelyes to the circumſtan-, | 


3 144 eu rr * 


ces of Hawke's attack upon Mr. Hart and Captain 


Cunningham, in the exact order as they were re- 
cited by 
Cum, having received orders to join his 
regiment in Ireland, ſet out for that purpoſe on the 


15th, of April, but Mr. Hart gave his evidence in N 


ſo ve 


ry explicit a a manmer and. adduced proofs ſo 


poſitively againſt the priſoner, that no, corrobora- 


the firſt mentioned gentleman, „Captain 


ting or eircumſtantial evidence was neceſſary in ſup- 


port of bis depoſitions. n 


March 28th. laſt, towards the. evening, My. 
hackney coach, 


Hell and Capt. Cunnin bam ook. a 
order "rg 50 to: Fulbam, after paſling. through 
Knightſbridge, + heir Tonver 9085 turned upon the 
dang er of traveling, wh wh en 
tay e Was unarmed, and faid, tl that 
as able to make ule of defenſiwe weapons, he 
did not remember he ever. undertook. a journey, 
how 
nece ry 1 means of ſecurity. ſcarce utte 
2d theſe words, when Hawke 55 heard. 
be 5 to Te coachman, Damn your Jes, flop, " ; I'll 
ow 


the: Captai Fe ar xt 
rom ume 1 * 


rt loever, without being Has ed with the 5 


e a- 


blow your brains out ! 


all che could to annůGöy 


5 
Then coming up to the coacl 


window, thruſt a piſtol againſt Mr. Hart's breaſt, and 
. demanded his money. Ny. Hart gave him one ſhil- 


ling and ſixpence, and ſome halfpence, the light of 
which ſo enraged him, that he cried out, in a vio- 


lent paſſion, Damn you, dye think I'll accept of half- 


: pence 2. Dutin this conteſt, the captain was endea- 
vouring ta concetl his pocket book, which Hawke 


perceiving,” inſtantly” pointed his piſtol at him, and 


wore he would lodge a brace of balls in his head, if 
he did not that moment deliver. 
Jon of Mars, and at the ſame time not a little inſpi- 


But this 8 


red wich the ſpirit of Bacchus, with more courage 


than prudenee, bid him fire away and be damn'd ; 


and the word was no ſooner given than obeyed; ; and 
though the piſtol ſeemed aimed direAly at the cap- 


tain, the ball paſſgd clofe to Mr. Hart's face, grazed 
the captain's ſhoulder, and ſlightly wounded his arm. 


'Hawke hereupon diſmounted, and the Fa ee 
dt out of the coach, and prepared to a 
upon which Hawke Tapped another piſtol, which 


ault him; 


miſſing fire, his rage was kindled in every feature fo 
His face ; he eagerly endeavored to load the piſtol | 
he had diſcharged; "which they prevented by pelting 
him with ſtones, and the Captain beat him with a 
mall ſticht Mr. Hart's paſſion. and reſolution of 
fecuring the villain'at length ſubſided; but the cap- 
aain's fufy was hot fo ſdon appeaſed, for haying done 
the thief, he vented his rage 
om his horſe, which he beat violently with his ſwitch 


f Mean while Hawke ſearched the coach, but 


nding png. was ak to recover his horſe, 
an 
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*and ſeeing Mr. Hart flanding at about fix yards di. 


"tance, preſented a piſtol at him, and threatened to 


fire" if he ſtirred an inch. Upon which the coach- 


man cried, I hope, Sir, you won't ſhoot my horſes. 


WA INE ok Wee 


No, replied Hawke, let's look at your number 


aye, aye, you are a good honeſt, fellow; I ſhall 


know, you again. The Captain. then, joined Mr. 
Hart, and the villain mounted and rode off. 
The driver of the coach in which Mr. Hart was 
[robbed would not ſwear to the priſoner : but we arc 


"inelinable to ſuppoſe he might very ſafely have done 


it without any wound to his conſcienceQ.. 
The EN of public juſtice is very frequently 
ſtopped for want of ſufficient. evidence, which is of- 
ah i the peter. of coachmen, -poſtilliong, &c. tu 


give: but-an inſtance has been very ſeldom met 


with of theſe gentry proving the identity of a priſon- 


er; for when called upon as witneſles, they either 


- Wholly deny any knowledge of the accuſed party, 


ſpeak ev aſively, or in ſuch-a manner as rather to 
'make in fayour of the delinquent than the proſecu- 


tor. Theſe people often urge; that were they. to 


become che accuſers of free-booters on the highway 
4helr lives would be in continual danger; and cer- 


tainly there is ſome weight in the argument, It is 


however, to be lamented that thoſe, who. beſides 


being lefs intereſted, have other circumſtances to 
ufford an opportunity of making particular obſerva- 
tions, ſhould be under the diſagreeable perdicament 
ol being unjult from neceſſity, when, probably, they 
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Let us now attend him to the Old-Bailey, where 
2 was arraigned and indifted May 18th. for ſtop- 
Thomas Croucher; on the King's highway, and 
rol ing him of a meta] watch, value 20s. | 

The trial laſted but a ſhort time, and the priſon- 

er in his defence only ſaid, that he would not give 
the honourable court any trouble; and being ſtill 
urged to proceed to his defence, he declined it, up- 
on which the Recorder ſet forth the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances contained in the charge, and left it to the ju- 

ry to determine upon the whole; who, upon a ſhort 
conſultation, brought 1 in their verdit, not guilty. . 

He was a ſecond time indiQed for robbing Mr. 
Charles Hart, of one ſhilling, one fix pence, and 
two halfpence. He ſcemed greatly to fear the con- e ee 

ſequence of the laſt proſecutor's charge, and endea- ; 

os voured to defer the trial, alledging, that his princi- 

| pal witneſs was not in court. The Recorder aſked, 

| Af application had been made to the witneſs he allud- | 

ed to? and Hawke ſaid, that his wife had gone in 
| fearch of him the preceding day, but was not able to 
find him. He was then informed, that if he would 

| give the man's name and a dire&ion to his houſe, a 

; meſſenger ſhould be difpatched for him. To this, 

8 aſter ſome heſitation, he replied, that the man- Y 
name was Smith, that he lived in a ſtreet near St. 

_ Giles's church, and followed the buſineſs of a Black- 
ſmith. The priſoner was ordered to be taken from 
the bar. and one of the attendants at the ſeſfions 
houſe ſent after Smith, but he returned in about 
three hours, and informed the court, that no ſuch 
perſon wes to be found. Therefore Hawke was a- 
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5 1 
Let us now attend him to the Old-Bailey, where 
he was arraigned and indicted May 18th. for ſtop- 
ping Thomas Croucher; on the King's highway, and 
robbing him of a metal watch, value 206. 
The trial laſted but a ſhort time, and the priſon- 
er in his defence only ſaid, that he would not give 


the honourable court any trouble; and being ſtill 


urged to proceed to his defence, he declined it, up- 


on which the Recorder ſet ſorth the ſeveral circum- 


ſtances contained in the charge, and left it to the ju- 


ry to determine upon the whole ; who, upon a ſhort 


conſultation, brought in their verdict, not guilty. _ 
He was a fecond time indifted for robbing Mr. 


Charles Hart, of one ſhilling, one fix pence, and 
two halfpence. He ſeemed greatly to fear the con- 


ſequence of the laſt proſecutor's charge, and endea- 


voured to defer the trial, alledging, that his princi- 
pal witnefs was not in court. The Recorder aſked, 
i application had been made to the witneſs he allud- 


ed to? and Hawke ſaid, that his wife had gone in 


fearch of him the preceding day, but was not able to 


find him, He was then informed, that if he would 


give the man's name and a direction to his houſe, a 
meſſenger ſhould be difpatched for him. To this, 
after ſome heſitation, he replied, that the man's 
name was Smith, that he lived in a ſtreet near St. 
_ Gliles's church, and followed the buſineſs of a Black- 
ſmith. The priſoner was ordered to be taken from 
the har. and one of the attendants at the ſeſfions 

houſe ſent after Smith, but he returned in about 
three hours, and informed the court, that no ſuch 


perſon was to be found. Therefore Hawke was a- 
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Wo fn brought up, and: his perſo 
7 art, jus he a circumſtantia 
bery, corre fer un in every 
narrative of the priſoner's exan 
9 1 Bench of Juſtices in Bow-{treet 
OS attempt to controvert a fingle 
cutor's evidence, which was gi\ 
: 80 excecdingiy clear, ſufficient | 
| = . NR. that the Jury could not, conſiſte 
| * their office, do otherwiſe n 
dict, . Darn. 
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| Ys I am innocent of this affair: 
| | + tirely to the mercy, of this honor 
been guilty of affairs of the kin 
of this. I am a ee by tr. 
three years of: . I have a wife 
dren. 

He did not attempt to invaſi 
ER a | proſecutor's evidence; and the 
4 1 7 it up, very pathetically expatiat 
neſs of his crimes, and that as he 
Juſtice of his country, the Jaws r. 

tion which that alone could give 

horted him to make a due uſe 
= allowed him to prepare for 
The Judge's ee admc 
make a very great impreſſion on 

he expreſſed in his dejefed cou 
appearefhe all che traces of grief, 
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perſon ſworn to by Mr. 
tantial account of the rob- 
very. particular, with our 
s examination before the 
Atreet. Hawke did not 
ingle article of the proſe- 
vas given, in a manner ſo 
dient and circumſtantial, 
onliſtent with the duties of 
chan bring in their ver- 


affair: I leave myſelf en- 
s honorable court. I have 
he kind, but am innocent. 
r by trade: I am twenty- 
a wife and two ſmall chil- 


) invalidate any part of the. 


ind the Judge, in DH 
expatiated on the heniout- 


hat as he forfeited life to the 
e laws required that reparay 
uld give, and therefore ex- 


due uſe of that time which 
bare for his eternal ſtate. 
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Red countenance, in which 
of grief, terror, and repen- 
e 3 


ig admonitions ſeemed to. 
Hon on the priſoner, which 
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e Vilted In the prefo-yurd- by his: 
ie, to whom he behaves with great PS 
ho 5 great tenderneſs; 
. — often, with great earneſtneſs, cautions her 
5 kw continuing any of thoſe dangerous connec- 
tions to which he had unhappily introduced her 


The herſelf were reduced to ſo ſad a conjuntture, 


| N [ 27 5 J | — 
| e that viſibly affected him at that moment. On 
aring the foreman of the jury pronounce his fate, 


his ſoul ſeemed ſtruck with horror; and while the 
effuſions of his grief burſt from his oy yon 0 
tremulous voice which manifeſted a conſciouſneſs of 
his fad and forlorn condition, he endeavoured, in 
broken language, to move the compaſſion of the 
court; in which tho' he could not fucceed, yet all 
who heard him, ſeem'd to feel the agonies of his 


2] ers in their own breaſts, and to ſympathize in his 
ef at the ſame time that they allowed the 
Juſtice of the puniſhment/to which he was doomed, 
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under Sentence of Death. 


HAWKE's Behavour e 0h whale 


5 | [ AVING given an account of the moſt remark- 


able highway robberies commited by our he- 


ro, we ſhall now proceed to mention ſome matters 


reſpetting his conduct ſince his having received ſen- 


Mrs. Hawke's conduRt is not leſs remarkable than 


eee, is; for if any judgement may be form- 
ed from the general tenor of her behaviour. ſhe 


feels as ſenſibly for his deplorable ſituation as if 
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. in a viſt which "Pep: gent 
Preſs- ard, he told them the 
trayed him for the lucre of. 
ved many ten guineas from 
can expett gratitude from ſu 
to perſons in his way of life ? 
him, wiſhing, however. he 
him under his preſent unhap 
tho he himſelf would not hu 
his fellow priſoners would, w 
fuch baſe praftices, wheneve 
3 ho are guilty of the 
rt the perſons of thoſe he 
indeed of a very compaſſion⸗ 
pitied the miſerable conditic 
Priſoners who were under fe 


often relieved their wants. 


When he is in the Preſs-ya 
ia converſation with his fello\ 
becomes 4 party in their ind 
been frequently heard to repri 

way to looſe converſation, at 
to put a check upon their im 


caſion offers. — And here le 


man who can feel for the diſt 
.they are not greater than this 
ly deſtitute of ſome principles 
but if the ſeeds of virtue w 
his diſpoſition, the rank we 
there, and multiplied abund: 
bered, and at length, W 
1 oble plant. 
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me gentlemen paid him in the 


hem that the man who had be- 
cre of ten guineas, had recei- 
s from him; but wha, ſaid he, 
from ſuch.mercenary wretchey 
of life ? But he freely forgave 
er. he would not come to ſee 
t unhappy circumſtances: for 
not hurt him, yet he was ſure 


7ould, who never fail to puniſh . 


whenever they meet with the 
ty of them. He ſaid he never 
thoſe he robbed, and ſeemed 
npaſſtonate temper; and really 


condition of thoſe his fellow 


under ſentence of death, and 
Nnts. . 


Preſs. yard, he ſometimes joins 


his fellow priſoners, bat never 
their. indecent, mirth ; he has 
1 to reprimand them for giving 


lation, and indeed, never fails 


their immorality when an oc- 
| here let us obſerve that the 
the diſtreſſes of another when 
than bis own, cannot be whol- ; 
rinctples allied to goodnefs : = 
virtue were thinly ſcattered in 


rank weeds of vice flourtthed _ 


| abundantly, till they encum- 
£ deſtroyed the growth if be 


Several 
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Several gentlemen whom Hawke had robbed, | 


trace them. 


In Oftober laſt, Hawke robbed a gentleman of 


went to viſit him in Newgate, with a view to reco- 


ver eſſets they had loſt, which they valued at a 


| higher rate than they were really worth. To ſuch 
kind of queſtions he gave very ready anſwers, tho' 
not much to the fatisfattion of the enquirers, as 


their properties had been diſtributed thro ſuch a 
variety of channels that it was next to impoſſible to 


afamily watch. with a coat of arms fmely enzraved, 
and after his condemnation, a gentleman went to 
him in Newgate and deſcribed the aforeſaid watch 


to him, and telling him, if it was pawn'd or fold 
| he ſhould be glad to have it again. Hawke recol- 
|  lefted the day that he committed the robbery, and 


told the gentleman it was neither pawn'd or fold, 


85 but was left at a friend's houſe about twenty-three 


miles from London. The gentleman went ay 
very well ſatisfied, and in a few days Hawke lent 
the watch to him, and generoufly refuſed accepting 
any reward or gratuity wWhatſoever. 5 


Notwithſtanding the moſt perfect reſignation and 
true penitence are marked m every feature of his 


face; and evident from his whole deportment, there 


is a chearful alertneſs in him that ſeems to imply a 


conſcious reformation in. principle. 7 5 
In ſhort, his whole conduct, ſince his conviction, 
pas hitherto been unexceptionably proper and ſuit- 
able to his unhappy circumſtances; and as there is 
no reaſon to doubt but his preſent penitential diſpo- 
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ilion will continue to hi 
ground to hope he will mee 
great tribunal above, hie 
couraged to expect. 
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On the Day 9 


\A RLY in the mor 
ploy'd themſelves in 


Ar of devotion. Exacth 
were brought from the — 
order to take off their iror 


his frame was diſſolving, v 
not with unconcern, with 
While the irons were tu] 
of Hawke's accoſted him » 
which the other replied tc 


_ enquired after. an old acq 
. heard was indiſpoſed. 


From Newgate to the pl 


_ behaved with much calm 
| prayed and wept inceſlai 
within 200 yards of Oxfors 


looked round him, as if he 
ed the | Journey at an end. 
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will meet with that mercy at the 
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Day of Execution. N 


the morning the büeerd b 
elves in ſinging pſalms, and other 


Exattly at {even o Clock they 


1 the cells into the Preſs- yard, in 


heir irons— Jones trembled as if 


Aving, while Hawke appeared, if 


n, with a fortitude very unuſual. 


were tuking off, an acquaintance 
ed him with a How d'ye Billy ?” 


eplied to witlf chearſulneſs, and 


ed. 


h calm reſignation, while jones 
inceſſagtly. When they came 
Oxford ſtreet turn-pike, Hawke 


n end. 

cd at the place of. execution, a- 
es were ſpent in devotion, and 
d up. Ahout a minute before 
f, Hayke kicked. off his ſhoes 
; and at the inſtant the cart mo- 
ved 
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old aequgintanca, what he had 


o the place of execution, Hoke 


as if he rather Ws than fear- 


' ft. ſo as to 
his knees to his brea : 
_ he drew up jerk, which almoſt inſtantly de- 


prived him of life. | 
There was a hearſe in v 


black coffin with yellow nal 
following en 


tin with a handſome 
a 2 on en was che 
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be 
7 geſird that a tomb- ſtone may 
Hawke hs i with the ſublequent epitaph 
From a ſtone in Stepney Church- yard. 


h of thee, 
« Adieu, van World I've had enoug 
4 am careleſs what thou ſays Sy 5 4 
0 Thy ſmiles I court not, nor thy fr 11 wie here.” þ 
My ſorrows they are ended, my head lies gu | 
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